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offers a candid view of a war that played a significant role in the ultimate demise of the soviet union presents analysis

absolutely vital to western policymakers as well as to political diplomatic and military historians and anyone interested in

russian and soviet history provides insights regarding current and future russian struggles in ethnic conflicts both at and within

their borders struggles that could potentially destroy the russian federation

the soviet war in afghanistan was a grueling debacle that has striking lessons for the twenty first century in the great gamble

gregory feifer examines the conflict from the perspective of the soldiers on the ground during the last years of the cold war the

soviet union sent some of its most elite troops to unfamiliar lands in central asia to fight a vaguely defined enemy which

eventually defeated their superior numbers with unconventional tactics although the soviet leadership initially saw the invasion

as a victory many russian soldiers came to view the war as a demoralizing and devastating defeat the consequences of which

had a substantial impact on the soviet union and its collapse feifer s extensive research includes eye opening interviews with

participants from both sides of the conflict in gripping detail he vividly depicts the invasion of a volatile country that no power

has ever successfully conquered parallels between the soviet invasion of afghanistan and the u s invasions of afghanistan and

iraq are impossible to ignore both conflicts were waged amid vague ideological rhetoric about freedom both were roundly
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condemned by the outside world for trying to impose their favored forms of government on countries with very different ways of

life and both seem destined to end on uncertain terms a groundbreaking account seen through the eyes of the men who fought it

the great gamble tells an unforgettable story full of drama action and political intrigue whose relevance in our own time is

greater than ever

this photographic history of the soviet afghan war of 1979 to 1989 gives a fascinating insight into a grim conflict that

prefigured the american led campaign in that country in an unequal struggle the mujahedeen resisted for ten years then triumphed

over moscow for the soviet union the futile intervention has been compared to the similar humiliation suffered by the united

states in vietnam for the afghans the victory was just one episode in the long history of their efforts to free their territory

from the interference of foreign powers by focusing on the soviet use of heavy weaponry anthony tucker jones shows the

imbalance at the heart of a conflict in which the mechanized industrial might of a super power was set against lightly armed

partisans who became experts in infiltration tactics and ambushes his work is a visual record of the tactics and the equipment

the soviets used to counter the resistance and protect vulnerable convoys it also shows what this grueling conflict was like

for the soviet soldiers the guerrilla fighters and the afghan population and it puts the present war in afghanistan in a thought

provoking historical perspective

by the mid 1980s public opinion in the ussr had begun to turn against soviet involvement in afghanistan the soviet afghan war

1979 1989 had become a long painful and unwinnable conflict one that mikhail gorbachev referred to as a bleeding wound in a

1986 speech the eventual decision to withdraw soviet troops from afghanistan created a devastating ripple effect within soviet
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society that this book argues became a major factor in the collapse of the soviet union in this comprehensive survey of the

effects of the war on soviet society and politics yaacov ro i analyzes the opinions of soviet citizens on a host of issues

connected with the war and documents the systemic change that would occur when soviet leadership took public opinion into

account the war and the difficulties that the returning veterans faced undermined the self esteem and prestige of the soviet armed

forces and provided ample ammunition for media correspondents who sought to challenge the norms of the soviet system through

extensive analysis of soviet newspapers and interviews conducted with soviet war veterans and regular citizens in the early

1990s ro i argues that the effects of the war precipitated processes that would reveal the inbuilt limitations of the soviet

body politic and contribute to the dissolution of the ussr by 1991

this research effort reviews the soviet military s involvement in afghanistan from four general perspectives 1 systemic problems

inherent in the soviet military culture 2 the use of surprise 3 operational maneuver and the preeminence of aviation and 4

employment of mines and chemical weapons as an extension of maneuver warfare this paper concludes that the lessons of this war

have been learned by the russians there is every reason to believe that they can achieve the level of doctrinal changes required

to be successful in future local interventions it must be accompanied however by corresponding socio military reform

this volume illustrates the way the war in afghanistan fed into a wide range of other processes from the rise of grassroots

political activism to the retreat from globalism in foreign policy

the soviet invasion of its neighbour afghanistan in december 1979 sparked a bloody nine year conflict in that country until

soviet forces withdrew in 1988 89 dooming the communist afghanistan government to defeat at the hands of the mujahideen the
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afghan popular resistance backed by the usa and other powers the soviet invasion had enormous implications on the global stage

it prompted the us senate to refuse to ratify the hard won salt ii arms limitation treaty and the usa and 64 other countries

boycotted the 1980 moscow summer olympics for afghanistan the invasion served to prolong the interminable civil war that

pitted central government against the regions and faction against faction the country remains locked in conflict over 30 years

later with no end in sight featuring specially drawn mapping and drawing upon a wide range of sources this succinct account

explains the origins history and consequences of the soviet intervention in afghanistan thereby shedding new light on the more

recent history and prospects of that troubled country

the soviet experience in afghanistan provides a compelling perspective on the far reaching hazards of military intervention in 1985

mikhail gorbachev decided that a withdrawal from afghanistan should occur as soon as possible the soviet union s senior

leadership had become aware that their strategy was unraveling their operational and tactical methods were not working and the

sacrifices they were demanding from the soviet people and military were unlikely to produce the forecasted results despite this

state of affairs operations in afghanistan persisted and four more years passed before the soviets finally withdrew their military

forces in no miracles michael fenzel explains why and how that happened as viewed from the center of the soviet state from that

perspective three sources of failure stand out poor civil military relations repeated and rapid turnover of soviet leadership and

the perception that soviet global prestige and influence were inexorably tied to the success of the afghan mission fenzel

enumerates the series of misperceptions and misjudgments that led to the soviet invasion of afghanistan tracing the hazards of

their military intervention and occupation ultimately he offers a cautionary tale to nation states and policymakers considering

military intervention and the use of force
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illustrated with over a hundred maps when the soviet union invaded afghanistan in 1979 few experts believed that the fledgling

mujahideen resistance movement had a chance of withstanding the modern mechanized technologically advanced soviet army most

stated that resistance was futile and that the soviet union had deliberately expanded their empire to the south the soviet union

had come to stay although some historians looked at the british experience fighting the afghan mountain tribesmen most experts

discounted any parallels since the soviet union possessed an unprecedented advantage in fire power technology and military might

although arab leaders and the west supplied arms and material to the mujahideen they did so with the hope of creating a

permanent bleeding ulcer on the soviet flank not defeating the soviet union they did not predict that the soviet union would

voluntarily withdraw from afghanistan in 1989 there have been few studies of guerrilla warfare from the guerrilla s perspective

to capture this perspective and the tactical experience of the mujahideen the united states marine corps commissioned this study

and sent two retired combat veterans to interview mujahideen the authors were well received and generously assisted by various

mujahideen who willingly talked about their long bitter war the authors have produced a unique book which tells the guerrillas

story as interpreted by military professionals this is a book about small unit guerrilla combat this is a book about death and

survival adaptation and perseverance

in the other side of the mountain mujahideen tactics in the soviet afghan war ali ahmad jalali provides a meticulous examination

of guerrilla warfare strategies employed by the afghan mujahideen against the soviet forces during the 1980s jalali employs a

descriptive and analytical literary style drawing on both firsthand experiences and historical narratives to illuminate the

complexities of this multifaceted conflict the book situates the afghan struggle within a broader context of cold war dynamics

exploring military tactics cultural influences and the psychological resilience of combatants amidst adversity through detailed
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accounts and strategic insights jalali offers a compelling perspective on the intricacies of insurgency and warfare in mountainous

terrain ali ahmad jalali a former mujahideen commander and afghan military officer combines his personal experiences with extensive

research to craft a unique narrative of the soviet afghan war his insights are enriched by a deep understanding of afghan culture

and history and his academic credentials including significant contributions to military studies lend gravitas to his analysis jalali

s dual identity as a participant and scholar provides readers with a rare lens through which to view this critical period in

afghan and global history this book is essential reading for scholars military historians and anyone interested in understanding

the dynamics of asymmetric warfare jalali s thorough exploration not only sheds light on the past but also offers lessons

relevant to contemporary conflicts readers will gain a deeper appreciation for the innovative tactics employed by the mujahideen

and their enduring impact on modern warfare

this book studies the complexities of the soviet afghan war from several points of view calling attention to the experiences of

those involved the late 1979 soviet invasion of afghanistan compounded the lack of support among afghans for their country s

communist regime which doomed the soviet military undertaking from the start and in turn contributed to the downfall of the

soviet system itself amid a battlefield of propaganda and disinformation from all sides that attempted to shape perceptions of

the war a clear undercurrent of opposition emerged within the ussr and grew over time dominating the discourse during mikhail

gorbachev s glasnost openness reform in the late 1980s in smoke mirrors and memories jeffery w jones conveys a broad picture

without the narrative illusion of a seamless story amid the fog of war analyzing varied accounts relayed by a wide range of

sources he argues that an evolving narrative and discourse on the war in the latter half of the 1980s helped pave the way

for the collapse of the ussr as disillusionment with the conflict grew within soviet society
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a whole generation has grown up in afghanistan knowing little but the ravages of war the dramatic overthrow of the taliban

regime in 2001 was simply one event in a series of interrelated struggles which have blighted ordinary people s lives over the

last three decades and which continue to interfere with reconciliation and reconstruction this new edition of the afghanistan

wars provides a meticulously documented history of these successive waves of conflict from the roots of afghanistan s slide

into disorder in the late 1970s to the challenges faced by afghan leaders following the substantial withdrawal of international

forces in 2014 it explores military and diplomatic history while also offering valuable insight on humanitarian action gender

medical and cultural themes thoroughly revised in the light of the latest research the third edition also features a new final

chapter which examines recent developments in afghanistan bringing the story up to the present day and mounting a strong case

for continuing support for this troubled country new to this edition a final chapter on the recent developments in afghanistan up

to the present day revised to take into account the considerable amount of new material published on this topic since 2009

refreshed and updated throughout

illustrated with 52 maps and diagrams sixteen years after its commencement and six years after its cessation the soviet afghan

war remains an enigma for westerners set against the backdrop of earlier successful soviet military interventions in east germany

1953 hungary 1956 and czechoslovakia 1968 and occasional soviet military pressure on poland the stark military power of the

soviet state seemed to be an irresistible tool of indefatigable soviet political power more than a few strategic pundits and

military planners envisioned a bold soviet strategic thrust from southern afghanistan to the shores of the persian gulf to

challenge western strategic interests and disrupt western access to critical middle eastern oil despite these fears and dire

warnings the soviet afghan military effort soon languished as the british experience began to repeat itself although appearing to
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have entered afghanistan in seemingly surgical fashion and with overwhelming force the soviet military commitment was in reality

quite limited and the immense and stark territory of afghanistan swallowed the invaders up across the largely barren landscape

guerrilla fighters multiplied and within months the hitherto curious word mujahideen took on new meaning to this day the western

view of the afghan war has been clouded in mystery and shadows soviet writers have presented westerners with a mixture of

political diatribe military fable allegory and analogy set against the backdrop of few facts westerners have recounted the war

based on this soviet material sketchy mujahideen accounts the reports of the occasional western war correspondents in

afghanistan and pure supposition this volume the first factual material to shed real light on the conflict represents a unique

first step in setting the afghan record straight

few people are more respected or better positioned to speak on the soviet invasion of afghanistan than m hassan kakar a

professor at kabul university and scholar of afghanistan affairs at the time of the 1978 coup d état kakar vividly describes

the events surrounding the soviet invasion in 1979 and the encounter between the military superpower and the poorly armed

afghans the events that followed are carefully detailed with eyewitness accounts and authoritative documentation that provide

an unparalleled view of this historical moment because of his prominence kakar was at first treated with deference by the marxist

government and was not imprisoned although he openly criticized the regime when he was put behind bars the outcry from scholars

all over the world possibly saved his life in prison for five years he continued collecting information much of it from prominent

afghans of varying political persuasions who were themselves prisoners kakar brings firsthand knowledge and a historian s

sensibility to his account of the invasion and its aftermath this is both a personal document and a historical one kakar lived

through the events he describes and his concern for human rights rather than party politics infuses his writing as afghans and the
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rest of the world try to make sense of afghanistan s recent past kakar s voice will be one of those most listened to few

people are more respected or better positioned to speak on the soviet invasion of afghanistan than m hassan kakar a professor at

kabul university and scholar of afghanistan affairs at the time of the 1978 coup d �tat kakar vividly describes the eve

nearly eight years since initiating combat operations in afghanistan the united states and our allies are witnessing first hand the

difficulty of denying sanctuary to the taliban and al qaeda similar to the mujahideen in the soviet afghan war today s

insurgents are leveraging mountainous terrain and international borders to survive against a superpower s counterinsurgency

efforts as the united states prepares to shift focus from iraq to afghanistan it behooves us to incorporate lessons learned

from the soviet afghan war in order to adequately shape our force and equipment evolve counterinsurgency tactics and doctrine

and integrate the elements of national power to deny insurgent sanctuary i chose to study the soviet efforts to deny the

mujahideen sanctuary because i believe sanctuary denial is a critical requirement for our success in the current fight against the

taliban and al qaeda the soviet union did not anticipate a decade long counterinsurgency fight against the mujahideen when it

invaded the democratic republic of afghanistan dra in december 1979 determined to stabilize the rapidly deteriorating political

military situation in its newest client state the soviet union conducted a coup de main modeled after successful interventions in

hungary 1956 and czechoslovakia 1968 the soviet leadership believed that the mere presence of soviet forces would serve to

sober up the mujahideen and enable the dra s communist government to suppress the insurgency failing to appreciate the will of the

mujahideen to resist foreign invaders the soviets miscalculated the nature of the war into which they entered instead of simply

providing security logistics and combat support for dra forces fighting the mujahideen the conventionally structured trained and

equipped 40th army assumed the lead against a determined guerrilla opponent in some of the most rugged terrain on earth the
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soviets properly identified sanctuary as a critical requirement for the mujahideen to wage a successful resistance but never

effectively deprived the insurgency of this requirement the soviet union failed to deny sanctuary to the mujahideen because it

deployed an inadequate force to afghanistan but more importantly it proved unable to counteract international support for the

insurgency preface introduction sanctuary defined geographical context demographics and culture background political turmoil in

the 1970s soviet combat operations inadequate force to deny sanctuary countering international support for the mujahideen

conclusions notes appendix a afghanistan s neighbors appendix b afghanistan 3 d relief map appendix c main ethnic groups of

afghanistan bibliography

in 1984 tamarov then 19 was drafted into the soviet army and posted to afghanistan where he spent 20 months in a

minesweeper outfit despite heavy operational responsibilities and danger he managed to take artful photographs which capture the

stark landscape friendly and unfriendly afghans and the men of his platoon in action and in repose photographs depicting the

haunted faces of both soldiers and civilians the country s rugged yet beautiful mountain terrain and the banality of daily life

between missions are interspersed with tamarov s unsentimental but passionate prose in which he reveals his growing disorientation

and takes to task his government for a campaign that has been widely dubbed the soviet vietnam returning home uninjured in 1986

the author subsequently traveled to the united states met with vietnam vets and paid his respects at the wall on the mall in

washington d c sharing with his new acquaintances something which others cannot understand more than a photographic essay

afghanistan offerns an stunningly personal view of combat that is rarely seen by most

This is likewise one of the factors by obtaining the soft documents of this Soviet Counterinsurgency In The Soviet Afghan War
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by online. You might not require more era to spend to go to the book commencement as well as search for them. In some cases,

you likewise complete not discover the proclamation Soviet Counterinsurgency In The Soviet Afghan War that you are looking

for. It will agreed squander the time. However below, subsequent to you visit this web page, it will be as a result extremely

easy to acquire as without difficulty as download lead Soviet Counterinsurgency In The Soviet Afghan War It will not bow

to many time as we notify before. You can attain it though accomplishment something else at home and even in your workplace.

suitably easy! So, are you question? Just exercise just what we allow under as competently as evaluation Soviet

Counterinsurgency In The Soviet Afghan War what you as soon as to read!
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Introduction

The digital age has revolutionized the way we read, making books more accessible than ever. With the rise of ebooks, readers can

now carry entire libraries in their pockets. Among the various sources for ebooks, free ebook sites have emerged as a popular

choice. These sites offer a treasure trove of knowledge and entertainment without the cost. But what makes these sites so
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valuable, and where can you find the best ones? Let's dive into the world of free ebook sites.

Benefits of Free Ebook Sites

When it comes to reading, free ebook sites offer numerous advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they save you money. Buying books can be expensive, especially if you're an avid reader. Free ebook sites

allow you to access a vast array of books without spending a dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance accessibility. Whether you're at home, on the go, or halfway around the world, you can access your

favorite titles anytime, anywhere, provided you have an internet connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of choices available is astounding. From classic literature to contemporary novels, academic texts to

children's books, free ebook sites cover all genres and interests.
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Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free ebook sites, but a few stand out for their quality and range of offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a pioneer in offering free ebooks. With over 60,000 titles, this site provides a wealth of classic literature

in the public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to have a webpage for every book ever published. It offers millions of free ebooks, making it a fantastic

resource for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users to search and preview millions of books from libraries and publishers worldwide. While not all books

are available for free, many are.
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ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large selection of free ebooks in various genres. The site is user-friendly and offers books in multiple formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free textbooks and business books, making it an excellent resource for students and professionals.

How to Download Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely is crucial to avoid pirated content and protect your devices.

Avoiding Pirated Content

Stick to reputable sites to ensure you're not downloading pirated content. Pirated ebooks not only harm authors and publishers

but can also pose security risks.

Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus software and keep your devices updated to protect against malware that can be hidden in downloaded files.
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Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal considerations when downloading ebooks. Ensure the site has the right to distribute the book and that

you're not violating copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites for Education

Free ebook sites are invaluable for educational purposes.

Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg and Open Library offer numerous academic resources, including textbooks and scholarly articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books on various skills, from cooking to programming, making these sites great for personal development.

Supporting Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents, free ebook sites provide a wealth of educational materials for different grade levels and subjects.
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Genres Available on Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres available on free ebook sites ensures there's something for everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to contemporary bestsellers, the fiction section is brimming with options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can find biographies, self-help books, historical texts, and more.

Textbooks

Students can access textbooks on a wide range of subjects, helping reduce the financial burden of education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers can find a plethora of children's books, from picture books to young adult novels.
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Accessibility Features of Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come with features that enhance accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks, which are great for those who prefer listening to reading.

Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size to suit your reading comfort, making it easier for those with visual impairments.

Text-to-Speech Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can convert written text into audio, providing an alternative way to enjoy books.

Tips for Maximizing Your Ebook Experience

To make the most out of your ebook reading experience, consider these tips.
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Choosing the Right Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-reader, or a smartphone, choose a device that offers a comfortable reading experience for you.

Organizing Your Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to organize your ebook collection, making it easy to find and access your favorite titles.

Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow you to sync your library across multiple devices, so you can pick up right where you left off, no

matter which device you're using.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite the benefits, free ebook sites come with challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability of Titles

Not all books are available for free, and sometimes the quality of the digital copy can be poor.
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Digital Rights Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you use the ebooks you download, limiting sharing and transferring between devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading ebooks requires an internet connection, which can be a limitation in areas with poor connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook Sites

The future looks promising for free ebook sites as technology continues to advance.

Technological Advances

Improvements in technology will likely make accessing and reading ebooks even more seamless and enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet access globally will help more people benefit from free ebook sites.
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Role in Education

As educational resources become more digitized, free ebook sites will play an increasingly vital role in learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites offer an incredible opportunity to access a wide range of books without the financial burden. They

are invaluable resources for readers of all ages and interests, providing educational materials, entertainment, and accessibility

features. So why not explore these sites and discover the wealth of knowledge they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal? Yes, most free ebook sites are legal. They typically offer books that are in the public domain or

have the rights to distribute them. How do I know if an ebook site is safe? Stick to well-known and reputable sites like Project

Gutenberg, Open Library, and Google Books. Check reviews and ensure the site has proper security measures. Can I download

ebooks to any device? Most free ebook sites offer downloads in multiple formats, making them compatible with various devices like

e-readers, tablets, and smartphones. Do free ebook sites offer audiobooks? Many free ebook sites offer audiobooks, which are

perfect for those who prefer listening to their books. How can I support authors if I use free ebook sites? You can support

authors by purchasing their books when possible, leaving reviews, and sharing their work with others.



Soviet Counterinsurgency In The Soviet Afghan War

23 Soviet Counterinsurgency In The Soviet Afghan War


